PUBLI C ANNOUNCEMENT - M DDLE EAST AND
NORTH AFRI CA
Sept enber 10, 2004

Thi s Public Announcenent is being updated to alert Americans to
ongoi ng security concerns in the region. US. citizens are

rem nded to maintain a high I evel of vigilance and to take
appropriate steps to increase their security awareness. This
Publ i ¢ Announcenent supersedes the Public Announcenent issued on
June 18, 2004, and expires February 18, 2005.

The August 20, 2004 U.S. indictnment of key HAMAS figures may be
used as an excuse to target Anerican citizens or American
interests throughout the region. In addition, the Departnent of
State continues to warn of the possibility for denonstrati ons and
violent actions against U S. citizens and interests in the
region. Anti-Anerican violence could include possible terrori st
actions against aviation, ground transportation and nmaritine
interests, specifically in the Mddle East, including the Red
Sea, Persian @il f, the Arabian Peninsula and North Africa.

The Departnment is concerned that extrem sts may be planning to
carry out attacks against Westerners and oil workers in the Qulf
region. Recent arnmed attacks targeting foreign nationals in
Saudi Arabia that resulted in many deaths and injuries, including
U S citizens, appear to have been preceded by extensive
surveillance. Extrem sts may be surveilling Westerners,
particularly at hotels and those using rental cars. U S
contractors may be sonme of the potential targets.

Credible information has indicated terrorist groups seek to
continue attacks against U S. interests in the Mddle East.
Terrorist actions may include additional suicide operations,
bonmbi ngs, hij acki ngs, ki dnappings and targeted attacks resulting
in death. Wile conventional weapons such as expl osive devices
are a nore inmedi ate threat in many areas, use of non-

conventi onal weapons, including chem cal or biological agents
nmust be considered a possible threat. Terrorists do not

di stingui sh between official and civilian targets. |ncreased
security at official US. facilities has led terrorists and their
synpat hi zers to seek softer targets such as public
transportation, residential areas, and public areas where people
congr egat e.

On occasion, the travel of official personnel at enbassies and
consul ates around the world is restricted because of security
concerns, and these posts nmay reconmend that private U S
citizens avoid the sane areas if at all possible. Services to
U S citizens in countries abroad may be affected if enpl oyees’
novenents are restricted. |If this happens, U S. enbassies and



consulates will nmake every effort to provi de emergency services
to U S citizens. |In case office hours are reduced, U S.
citizens in need of energency assistance should tel ephone the
nearest U.S. Enbassy or Consul ate before visiting in person.

In addition, U S. citizens planning to travel to the M ddl e East
or North Africa should consult the Departnment of State's country-
speci fic Public Announcenents, Travel Warnings, Consul ar
Informati on Sheets, the Wirl dw de Caution Public Announcenent and
other information, available on the Consular Affairs Internet
website at http://travel.state.gov. Up-to-date information on
security conditions can al so be obtained by calling 1-888-407-
4747 in the U S. and for callers outside the U S. and

Canada a regular toll line at 1-317-472-2328.

The Departnent of State encourages all Anerican citizens residing
in Morocco to register their presence and obtain up-to-date
information on security conditions at the U S. Consul ate CGenera
in Casabl anca at 8 Blvd. Mul ay Youssef, Tel ephone: 022-43-05-78,
or visit our website at:

www. usemnbassy. ma/ Servi ces/ Consul ar/travel _i nformati on. ht m



